EDGAH ALLAN FOE.
Besureancltalcehomethe «Me«eng*r»to Hirst
We hope to send for you very soon.
The postscript of this letter, -« Be sure ami take home tie 'Messenger • to Hirst," -though a matter of the most trifling detail, is worth explanation, since (fco circumstance to winch it relates is yet remembered to Poe's discredit in Philadelphia, while the whole paltry affair furnishes a capital illustration of the mean though natural misconstruction to which he was sometimes exposed. The story is completely told in the following papers. Willis Duane, to whom the letters are addressed, was at one time Secretary o£ the Treasury.
NEW YOUK, Ocl, 28, '44.
MY DEAR ST&,
Owing to my absence from this city, (where I nm now residing) I did not receive your letter of the 16th until
this morning.
I regret exceedingly that circumstances should have led you to think me negligent, or nncourteoua, in not returning the volume of the "Messenger "—for one or the other (perhaps both) you must long since have considered me. The facts are these: Some eight month* ago,I believe,! chanced to mention, in Mr. Hirst's hearing, that I wished to look over a particular article in the 1« Messenger." He immediately volunteered to procure ma the desired volume from you. I would muoh rather fJwwa ibowowed it personally — but he seemed to mate a jvmnt of the- matter and I consented. Soon afterwards ited Bte the book, which I retained a, very short Clemra. MS.
